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BOOK true. But I must think of my officers. If they IIL are allowed to suspect that I shall palliate boycotting, blackguard speeches., or the feats of the roving police who shoot people by moonlight, they will speedily conceive a hearty contempt for me, and much indifference to their own work.
6. The elements of my very agreeable situation are quite plain:   (a) a population just emerging from a long spell of turbulent demoralisation;  (6) political loaders who are absorbed in their own faction feuds; (r) police and magistrates, very good in a mechanical way, but without zeal for a Government which is for breaking them up;   (d)  judges who make political charges to grand juries, and send every tit-bit over to the Irish lawyers in opposition;  (e) the ceaseless vigilance  and  activity of the Tories and Unionists in raking all over the field for traces of disorder, and in  presenting  violently exaggerated cases to H. of C.;   (/) absorbing preoccupation with the committee on the II.   R. Bill;   (g) the consciousness that my colleagues and my party look upon me, quite wrongly as it happens, as the real cause of their being plunged in this dismal bog.   Am I now, I said, to add to all these the coldness or even the resentment of Ireland and the  Irish party?   If so, of course I should be a   madman   to   entertain   a  shadow  of  a hope  of coming  safe  out of the position.     Success in any full sense is out of the question.   Am I to give up the hope of that modest, but by no means certain success, which consists in escaping without absolute disgrace ?
I daresay something in the same tone might be heard on the Unionist side. No Irish loyalist that I have ever heard of is willing to admit that Englandsafen was the strongest of all of them for peace. Brodrick was not particularly violent, and used language aboutsonal win. Impaired though it was by the capricious rapidity of the conversion in our favour since July, still in the aspect of ministerial policy there was no mistake about it. In my Election Address I had appealed for confidencendme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
